ana, alter winning his confidence, they are to wait tin the proper time arrives for betraying the new master. Secondly, by the help of one of his wonderful spies, Chanakya comes to possess the seal-ring of Rakshasa and uses it very cleverly to forge a letter with the seal of Rakshasa addressed to Chandragupta promising'a Complete betrayal of the Mleccha chief in the ensuing battle.   The letter and the seal-ring.are deposited with one of tfte pseudo-confidants of Rakshasa.   Thirdly* Chandragupta takes captive a merchant Chandanadasa who is the most loyal friend of Rakshasa and in whose custody the wife and children of Rakshasa are being kept.   Towards the close of the play Malayaketu, at the instigation of Rakshasa who is thirsting for aveng* ing the death of the Nandas, declares an invasion against   Chandragupta.   By the clever manipulation of Chanakya, the pseudo-friend of Rakshasa betrays hitii as the author of the forged letter.   The discover^ of the ring and the letter in his possession, attested by  other pseudo-servants prove Rakshasa a traitor. Expelled by the MJeccha chief, Rakshasa has no choice but to retreat to the forest where the scene of Chandana-dasa's execution is staged.   Having lost all chances of revenge, Rakshasa at least wants to save his friend's life afcd   secures it  by   becoming   the  minister of Chandragupta according to the terms of Chanakya. The skilful use which Chanakya makes of the signet • ring of Rakshasa to forge a letter in his name accounts for the title of the play.
